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SENATOR LYNCH: Mr. President and members, I used to think
as I sat and listened to all of you talk on the floor who I
assumed probably knew more than anybody else about anything
that there is a lot you don't know about local government.
For example, it was just mentioned that if we do have to
r educe, be c a us e o f t he $6 million reverting back t o
counties, they ought to find a way to be able to offset that
at the local level. Apparently, especially people who are
l awyers i n t h i s bod y , can't re me mber t hat t h e r e wa s a
lawsuit mandating the counties have to pay for indigent
health care. I have got to tell you that more than offsets
w hat you t h i nk y o u are giving back in the way of a gift
taking over state aid for Medicaid. I a lso want t o t e l l you
that this state has the distinction of b eing onl y one o f
four in the whole country that mandates that local property
taxpayers pay for any health care costs at all. We have got
a great distinction t here . That do esn ' t make i t f ai r
either, does it. I don' t k n ow where yo u b e g in a nd where y o u
end b u t I ca n t e l l you there are a n umbe r of count i e s
because of the state imposed l imi t o n sp en d i n g t h a t are
already at their spending limit a nyhow. The y h av e bee n
cutting back a lot of years and a lot more than some state
operat i on s ha v e b e en cutt i n g bac k . I f I u nderstand i t
right, we started off with abo u t $ 8 80 mi l l i on worth o f
requests and you got it back to 860 and then 840. Last year
w e spent ab o u t 82 4 . S o you c r a n k b ac k i n wh a t you w e r e
going to give in aid to take over health care c o s t s , t ho se
costs w er e t he r e . There is no real transfer or a ddi t i o n a l
cost as far as I am concerned. At this point in time, I am
not convinced that these kinds of cuts make any sense a t a l l
and it shouldn't I don't think be approved.

SENATOR V . J O HNSON: T hank y o u , Se na t o r L y n c h . Senator

SENATOR SIECK: Ye s, Mr. President, I have to agree with
Senator L y n ch . He said about the same thing t hat I was
going t o sa y. Ye s, we d o p i ck up . ..the state picks up the
medical program but we must remember that we are mandated to
take care of those health cases that come into our county
that cannot afford it and they are creeping up considerable,
and by you refusing an amendment here just a little earlier,
w e are go i n g t o h a v e some more. That is just as sure as
anything. So again, you are going to increase the property
tax. When this is all said and done and we keep on going

Sieck.
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